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Good morning members of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Livingston, honored guests, faculty, staff,
fellow graduates, parents, family and friends. While 1 wish we were all physically present with
each other to celebrate our accomplishments, it is nonethajesatdaonor to be speaking

before all of you today.

When you drive onto campus, you will notice that in addition to the two brick walls that display
our university name on the left and right side of University Parkway, there is a third wall in the
middlethat bears our university seal on it. On the other side of this wall, there are five words.
Knowledge. Fidelity. Wisdom. Justice. Association. These are the five distinctive values that
guide the University in fulfilling its Lasallian Mission. These fiverds are the last thing |

would see every time | left campus during my four years at Lewis. Every time | went on a Wal
Mart run and every time | left to go home for the weekend, | would give that wall a quick glance
as | made my way onto Route 53. And whemexpectedly moved off campus for the final time

in March, that same wall drew my attention once more, seemingly as a reminder to keep those

values close to my heart in the months to come.

And what a past few months it has been. After having the lastrZhs of our senior year
drastically altered by the unprecedented and ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we graduated into

an economic recession caused by the very same virus. Our first summer as college graduates was



marked with a historic wave of protestéscourse, and calls for justice and change in light of the
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come to love. Whether it was in the form of augr@roject, a Residence Hall event, a weekend
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Lewis that will have a place in our hearts.

Now, all of the previously mentioned values are important and theeown purpose in a pest

Lewis life, however | think one is especially important for the times we are living through:

Association. These are undoubtedly very dark and confusing times that we currently live in. We

are still fighting the coronavirus tham, the blink of an eye, changed life as we knew it 9 months

ago and there has been consistent arguing and debate over how we should respond to this
pandemic. Politically, it seems like we are more divided than ever. There have been waves of
protests thiyear, over a wide range of issues from both sides of the aisle. Beliefs are being
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from witnessing a political shouting match.
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being in association with those around me, ih& we all have this amazing ability to be that

sunbeam in the lives of others, especially during these times of darkness.

For as many high points | had during my time at Lewis University, | had plenty of lows. | lost
three of my grandparents. | hadwatch both my mom and my dad fight separate bouts with
cancer. | had countless moments where | questioned my own value awdrselfYet, there

was always somebody there embodying that Lasallian spirit and picking me up every time | fell
down. | alwaydelt like | had someone to talk to and | never felt like | was going through my
struggles alone. During my four years at Lewis, | experienced a radical form of love and
togetherness from my friends, professors, peers, and mentors alike. And if you askiriz W T V
what it means to be Lasallian: to have a limitless desire to love, to listen to, and to learn from

those around us.

| hope that despite everything that is going on in the world right now, we can take a step back to
be thankful for this moment, and be thankful for those that helped us get here. College was a

long winding road that could not have been traversed without our friends, family, and professors.

So today, let us give thanks, and let us celebrate our accomplishments. As we movedodward

continue to embrace the challenges ahead, let us not forget to love, to listen to, and to learn from

all those we may encounter on our path.

Class of 2020, we finally made it. Congratulations to you all on this special day!



